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Introduction

This submission gives an overview of New Zealand Community Trust (NZCT) and outlines our response
to the proposed changes to your current gambling policy.

NZCT is one of New Zealand’s largest gaming trusts. Our
publicans raise funds by operating gaming lounges within
their hotels. We have twin goals of serving both our publicans
and the communities in which they operate. NZCT plays a
significant role within the New Zealand sporting fraternity and
the hospitality sector.

While amateur sport in New Zealand is our main focus, we are
also a strong supporter of other worthy community activities,
including local government projects. In the 12 months to 30
September 2009, we distributed $40.9 million to sporting,
local government and community groups.

Our position

NZCT does not support the proposed sinking lid on the number of gaming machines and venues
permitted in the Tasman District Council Area, for the following reasons:

1. The community will lose out on the funds that additional gaming machines could provide.

2. Pokie playing is a valid entertainment choice and is an important part of the local hospitality
sector.

3. Robust systems are already in place to support problem gamblers.

4. The number of problem gamblers is small (52 people in Tasman in 2009) and is not related to
the number of gaming machines.

Instead we recommend that Council retains its existing policy, which is working well. The Tasman
District actually has a lower ratio of machines to people than many other districts (1 machine to every
246 people, see Table 1 below).

We are proud of the economic contribution we make to the Nelson region. NZCT has been a big
supporter of Tasman over the years, through extensive funding of community and sporting
organisations.

During 2009, we financially supported around 40 local groups in Tasman, to a total of more than
$483,000. Our policy is to return locally raised funds to
local groups, and we have a Regional Advisory
Committee which makes recommendations on grant
applications in the Tasman area. This committee is
comprised of Paul Matheson, Bronwyn Monopoli and
Gerald Hope. With their wealth of sporting and
community experience, they provide invaluable local
advice on the best use of NZCT funds in your area.

Right:  Former RAC member Tony Healey, Paul Matheson,
and Gerald Hope.




Reasons for not supporting the sinking lid

NZCT does not support the proposed change to your policy, which puts a sinking lid on the number of
gaming machines and venues permitted in the Tasman area, for the following reasons:

1. The community will lose out on the funds that additional gaming machines could provide

NZCT has a policy of returning funds to the communities in which they were raised — our by-line is
‘Local Gaming, Local Funding’. We have four venues in Tasman:

Mapua Tavern
Tapawera Hotel
Star and Garter
El Taverna
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A sinking lid on the number of machines across the district is unlikely to have any effect on the number
of problem gamblers in the area, but it is likely to result in a reduction in funding to sporting clubs and
community groups. The list of recent NZCT grants in your area (see below) is extensive. The largest
grants in the Tasman area went to tennis, basketball, rugby, and hockey and these clubs, as well as the
smaller clubs, would struggle without our support.

NZCT is concerned that our ability to support community organisations such as Wakefield Community
Health, the Nelson Marlborough Rescue Helicopter Trust and Richmond Riding for the Disabled will be
undermined if our ability to fund them is reduced. Tasman also benefits from a number of national
grants that NZCT makes to organisations such as Life Flight Trust, Outward Bound Trust, Volleyball NZ
(based in Richmond), and Coastguard NZ. Our partnership with Tasman District Council and the
ongoing funding of legacy projects such as Saxton Field would also be constrained under a sinking lid

policy.

2. Pokie playing is a valid entertainment choice and is an important part of the local hospitality
sector

We recognise that Tasman District Council aims, through its Ten Year Plan to achieve a number of
outcomes, two of which are relevant to this policy;

9 Our diverse community enjoys access to a range of spiritual, cultural, social, educational
and recreational services.
9 Our growing and sustainable economy provides opportunities for us all

We support these outcomes and maintain that a vibrant hospitality sector is a key component in
achieving both economic development and a variety of tourism choices. ‘Pokie-playing’ is a valid and
enjoyable source of entertainment for residents and tourists alike.

Not all people who wish to participate in ‘playing the pokies’ are problem gamblers. In fact, current
research shows that less than 2% of adults in New Zealand are susceptible to becoming problem
gamblersl. Most pokie players, like lotto players, do so to ‘have a little thrill’. They regard it as light
entertainment and know when to stop.

! Problem Gambling Resource for Local Government, Ministry of Health, May 2009
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3. Robust systems are already in place to support problem gamblers

As a corporate society licensed to conduct class 4 gambling, NZCT is fully aware of its obligations under
the Gambling Act 2003 to prevent and minimise the harm caused by gambling, including problem
gambling. NZCT takes these obligations very seriously.

We also provide significant funding to the Problem Gambling Foundation through an annual levy
(51.9m in 2009). This funding assists problem gambling providers in Tasman, including the Problem
Gambling Foundation, the Community Groups Centre, and Te Kahui Hauora o Ngati Koata Trust.

NZCT provides a problem gambling resource kit to each of its venues. The kit includes:

I NZCT's harm prevention and minimisation policy

I exclusion orders and guidance on the exclusion order process

I a harm minimisation incident register to record any problem gambling issues and action taken
by staff and

I problem gambling pamphlets for distribution.

Training

NZCT uses both internal and external resources to provide problem gambling
training to staff at each of its venues. Trainers deliver a presentation on
problem gambling and take staff members through each part of the problem
gambling resource kit in detail. KNOW
Refresher training is also provided at regular intervals and venues are WHEN
continually reminded of their obligation to ensure a person trained in harm

minimisation is on duty. We do this via our newsletter and our regional \/

managers when they visit venues. HAVE A GOOD TIVE BUTKNOW WHENTOSTOP
Signage

Finally, in addition to the problem gambling resource kit, NZCT also provides all
of its venues with signs to display in and around the gaming area.

Online gambling

Imposing a sinking lid on gaming machines and venues may actually drive gamblers away from the
controlled environment of gaming lounges, to the uncontrolled environment of online gambling. Not
only is there no help available for online gamblers, but the money gambled does not return around a
third to the community, a third to government, and a third to gaming operators.

4. The number of problem gamblers is small and is not related to the number of machines

The latest available statistics from the Ministry of Health (MoH) show that during 2009, 52 people in
Tasman sought help for Problem Gambling.?

2 Ministry of Health Intervention Client Data, March 2010



Imposing a sinking lid on the number of machines in Tasman is unlikely to have any effect on the
number of problem gamblers in the district. As shown in the graph below, the reduction of 5000
machines across the country has had almost no impact on the small percentage of problem gamblers
nationally.

Graph 1. Gaming machine numbers versus prevalence of problem gambling in New Zealand 1991
2007.
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The latest gaming statistics from the DIA (March 2010) and problem gambling statistics from the MoH
show that the Tasman district has a relatively responsible gambling population (see table below).

The district has a ratio of 1.2 problem gamblers per thousand people, which is much less than many
other Councils (Christchurch has a ratio of 3.9 problem gamblers per thousand people and Porirua has

9.1 problem gamblers per thousand people).

Table 1. Comparison of gaming statistics across different Coufhcils
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Tasman Cap 44,600 181 1/246 52 1.2 $6.3 $52
Hutt City Cap 98,000 545 1/180 146 1.5 $27.4 $103
Dunedin Open 98,000 559 1/175 275 2.8 $23.9 $90
Wellington Pop. cap 180,000 780 1/231 385 2.1 $38.8 $79
Christchurch | Sinking lid | 348,000 | 1770 1/197 1363 | 3.9 $78.2 $83

Statistics from the Department of Internal Affairs (DIA) also show that the existing policy has resulted
in a decrease in your gaming machines from 202 in June 2007 to 181 in March 2010 - a drop of 21
machines.

3 Problem Gambling Geography of New Zealand 2005, Ministry of Health, 2006
4 DIA gaming statistics, March 2010




Market forces are a better determinant of the optimum number of machines than a sinking lid. The
law of supply and demand ensures machines which are not used are phased out. If we follow this
economic principle, the number of machines in Tasman will naturally fluctuate. And as the district
comes out of recession, and residents have more discretionary income, more money will be spent on
pokie entertainment, resulting in more money being raised for the local community.

A sinking lid on machine numbers will not allow this to happen. Furthermore, we are just one of a

number of trusts within the district, all of whom are returning gaming funds to your communities. Any
reduction in gaming machine revenue will reduce funding from all trusts, not just NZCT.

For further information, or if you have any queries about this submission, please contact:

Sally Ann Hughes

Marketing Manager

NZCT

NI COMMUNITY TRUST

New Zealand Community Trust

LOCAL GAMING i LOCAL FUNDING

PO Box 10857, Wellington 6143

DDI: 04 473 0644 | MOB: 027 289 4588 | FAX: 04 473 0007
Email: sally-ann.hughes@nzct.org.nz

Web: http://www.nzct.org.nz



http://www.nzct.org.nz/

NZCT Nelson Region Grants

In the year ended 31 December 2009, NZCT distributed $1,567,177 to sporting and community groups
in the Nelson region (Marlborough/Nelson/Tasman). Of this amount, $483,696 was directed to groups
in Tasman and to groups with links in both Tasman and Nelson districts.

Nelson Cricket Assn Inc

Local grants Grant Amount
Tasman
Hope Tennis Club $10,000.00
Mapua & District Football Club $3,500.00
Mapua School $2,500.00
Murchison Rugby Football Club Inc $2,000.00
Rangers Rugby Football Club $4,000.00
Richmond Group Riding for the Disabled $4,000.00
Richmond Netball Club $4,000.00
Richmond Unlimited $3,000.00
Star & Garter Wheelers Cycling Club Inc $5,000.00
Tapawera and Valleys Historical Society $858.00
Tapawera Netball Club $4,000.00
Tapawera Scout Group $478.00
Tasman District Council $1,254.00
Tasman Tennis Centre Inc $3,000.00
Waimea Amateur Swimming Club $2,100.00
Waimea College $20,000.00
Waimea Old Boys Rugby Football Club Inc $7,000.00
Waimea Pony Club Inc $855.00
Wakefield & Districts Community Health Centre Inc $10,000.00
Wanderers Rugby Football Club Inc $5,000.00
Whakatu Youth Development Sports Club Inc $1,500.00
$94,045.00
Tasman/Nelson
Gymnastics Nelson Inc $14,000.00
Lifeline Nelson $600.00
Mainland Badminton Assn $2,500.00
N Z Cancer Society Nelson Centre $9,999.00
Nelson Athletics Trust $20,000.00
Nelson Badminton Assn Inc $4,340.00
Nelson Basketball Assn Inc $42,628.00
Nelson Bays Community Foundation $10,000.00
Nelson Bays Soccer Inc $40,000.00
Nelson Bays Squash Inc $15,000.00
Nelson Bays Tennis Assn $10,000.00
Nelson Bays Volleyball Assn $15,000.00
Nelson Bays Wheelchair Basketball Club Inc $4,384.00
Nelson Bays Youth Teams Racing Assn Inc $10,000.00

$40,000.00



Nelson Hockey Assn (1993) Inc
Nelson Netball Centre Inc
Nelson Softball Assn

Nelson Touch Assn

Soccer Nelson Inc

Tasman Hockey

Marlborough

Air Training Corps Assn of NZ Inc No 27 (Blenheim) Squadron
Badminton Marlborough Inc

Blenheim Early Childhood Centre Inc
Blenheim Rowing Club

Bowls Marlborough Inc

Fairhall Fundraising Inc

Fairhall School

Festival & Events Trust

Harlequins C O G Netball Club
Marching Marlborough Association Inc
Marlborough Basketball Assn Inc
Marlborough Cricket Assn Inc
Marlborough Dance Development Trust Inc
Marlborough Football Inc
Marlborough Girls College
Marlborough Golf Club Inc
Marlborough Group of Riding for the Disabled Assn Inc
Marlborough Hospice Trust

Marching Marlborough

Marlborough Multisports Club
Marlborough Netball Centre
Marlborough Softball Assn
Marlborough Volleyball Club Inc
Moutere Rugby Football Club

Pelorus Rugby Football Club Inc.
Rangers Assn Football Club

Rarangi Rural Fire Force

Rarangi Surf Life Saving Club Inc
Redwoodtown Taekwon-Do Club
Renwick School Board of Trustees
Shontae Marching Club

Wairau Rowing Club Inc

Wairau Valley Collie Dog Trail Club

Nelson City

Celtic Squash Club

Country Kids Inc

Dramatix Theatre Development Trust

$30,000.00
$27,000.00
$41,500.00
$8,000.00
$31,200.00
$8,500.00
$389,651.00

$1,170.00
$1,500.00
$1,250.00
$20,000.00
$2,000.00
$650.00
$1,600.00
$2,500.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$2,000.00
$15,000.00
$2,000.00
$4,000.00
$400.00
$5,000.00
$1,000.00
$100,000.00
$6,000.00
$4,750.00
$500.00
$3,000.00
$8,630.00
$4,000.00
$2,979.00
$1,000.00
$5,000.00
$5,000.00
$1,500.00
$1,500.00
$1,000.00
$7,000.00
$3,000.00
$216,929.00

$4,000.00
$6,000.00
$1,000.00



Federal Hockey Club
Habitat for Humanity Nelson
Jacks Netball Club

Maitai Bowling Club Inc

Metro Assn Football Club previously Nelson Metro Assn Football

Nayland College Board of Trustees
Neighbourhood Support Nelson Inc
Nelson Car Club Inc

Nelson City AFC

Nelson City Council

Nelson Civic Choir Inc

Nelson College

Nelson College for Girls

Nelson Environment Centre Inc
Nelson Golf Club Inc

Nelson Jazz Club Inc

Nelson Judo Club Inc

Nelson Kart Club Inc

Nelson Male Voice Choir Inc
Nelson Masters Hockey

Nelson Music Festival Trust
Nelson Performing Arts Competitions Inc
Nelson Rowing Club

Nelson Rugby Football Club
Nelson School of Music

Nelson South Swimming Club Inc
Nelson Squash Rackets Club Inc
Nelson Surf Life Saving Club Inc
Nelson Triathlon Club

Nelson United Softball Club
Nelson Yacht Club Inc.

Netball Tasman Inc

Stoke Hockey Club

Stoke Rugby Football Club Inc
Stoke Sports Club

Suburbs AF C

Suburbs AF C

Tasman Regional Sports Trust
Tasman Tigers Athletic Club

Te Tau lhu O Te Waka A Maui Maori Culture Group

Te Whatukura Inc
Tu-Moana Thai Boxing Club
Waimai Hockey Club Inc
Wakapuaka Tennis Club Inc
Wakatu Cricket Club Inc

$2,000.00
$5,000.00
$2,500.00
$5,000.00
$1,623.61
$20,210.00
$2,000.00
$5,000.00
$1,000.00
$7,500.00
$2,000.00
$18,500.00
$7,000.00
$750.00
$10,000.00
$6,000.00
$10,400.00
$3,500.00
$1,000.00
$5,000.00
$10,000.00
$2,000.00
$36,000.00
$1,450.00
$8,000.00
$3,000.00
$25,000.00
$9,000.00
$1,792.00
$5,200.00
$9,000.00
$10,000.00
$849.00
$6,000.00
$1,000.00
$2,500.00
$3,000.00
$19,950.00
$2,250.00
$5,000.00
$15,000.00
$3,000.00
$2,000.00
$2,500.00
$5,000.00
$315,474.00



Nelson Region

Baseline Basketball Club $216,010.00
Central Region Rowing Development Trust $115,000.00
CCS Disability Action Nelson Marlborough Inc $5,000.00
Nelson Marlborough Rescue Helicopter Trust Inc $55,000.00
Tasman Rugby Union Inc $160,068.00

$551,078.00
TOTAL REGION $1,567,177.00
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